
Sample Horse Sale Contract Checklist 
Use this checklist to ensure your horse sale contract covers all essential terms, protecting your 
investment during a horse purchase. Review each element carefully and consult a lawyer for 
complex agreements. For more negotiation tips, visit our guide on how to negotiate a horse 
purchase. 

Contract 
Element 

Details to Include Why It Matters 

Purchase 
Price 

Full amount, installment schedule if 
applicable (e.g., $10,000 lump sum or 
$2,000/month for 5 months). 

Clarifies financial commitment and 
prevents disputes over payment 
expectations. 

Health 
Guarantee
s 

Seller’s disclosure of known issues, 
backed by pre-purchase exam (PPE) 
results (e.g., no navicular disease per 
X-rays). 

Protects against undisclosed 
health problems, like navicular 
syndrome, ensuring transparency. 

Trial 
Period 

Duration (7–30 days), usage limits (e.g., no 
jumping), and care responsibilities. 

Allows assessment of suitability, 
confirming temperament and 
soundness for your goals (e.g., 
barrel racing). 

Vet 
Contingen
cy 

Vet-out clause, return timeline (e.g., return 
within 48 hours if new lameness found 
post-PPE). 

Safeguards against new health 
findings, like lameness issues, not 
detected in the PPE. 

Return 
Clause 

Refund terms, condition requirements 
(e.g., no new injuries, normal wear 
allowed), and timeline (e.g., deposit 
refunded within 7 days). 

Prevents disputes over returns by 
clarifying expectations and 
processes. 



Payment 
Terms 

Deposit amount (10–20%, e.g., $1,000 for 
a $5,000 horse), refund conditions, escrow 
option for high-value purchases. 

Secures funds while protecting the 
buyer from risks, like non-refunded 
deposits pre-PPE. 

How to Use This Checklist 
●​ Before Signing: Compare your contract to this checklist, ensuring all elements are 

included with clear language. 
●​ During Negotiation: Use it to discuss terms with the seller, especially trial periods or vet 

contingencies, referencing your PPE findings. 
●​ Post-Purchase: Keep a copy for records, alongside your PPE report, to plan care with 

our Beginner’s Guide to Horse Care. 
●​ Behavioral Concerns: If issues like cribbing arise during a trial, revisit the return clause. 
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