
🐴 Horse Pre-Purchase Exam (PPE) Red Flag Checklist 
A Buyer’s Quick-Reference Guide to Spotting Issues Before You Buy 

 

Introduction 

A horse pre-purchase exam (PPE) is your best defense against expensive surprises and 
heartache down the road. This checklist outlines the top red flags across major body systems — 
along with key questions to ask your vet during the exam. Bring this to your PPE to stay 
organized and confident in your decision-making. 

 

✅ General Prep 

●​ ☐ Define your goals (e.g., trail riding, competition, breeding)​
 

●​ ☐ Hire an independent vet, not affiliated with the seller​
 

●​ ☐ Request a full PPE (physical, flexion tests, imaging as needed)​
 

●​ ☐ Review history: injuries, performance, farrier records​
 

●​ ☐ Attend the exam in person, if possible​
 

●​ ☐ Ask questions throughout — don’t be afraid to speak up​
 

 

🚩 Movement & Lameness 

●​ ☐ Uneven stride or reluctance to turn​
 

●​ ☐ Lameness visible on different surfaces or after flexion​
 

●​ Ask Your Vet: Can we use hoof testers or nerve blocks to localize pain?​
 

 

🦶 Hoof Conformation 



●​ ☐ Long toes, low or underrun heels​
 

●​ ☐ Cracks, imbalance, or abnormal wear​
 

●​ Ask Your Vet: Will corrective shoeing or long-term maintenance be needed?​
 

 

🖼️ Imaging (X-rays, Ultrasound) 

●​ ☐ Bone cysts, remodeling, joint space narrowing​
 

●​ ☐ Findings that don’t match physical exam​
 

●​ Ask Your Vet: Do radiographic results align with the horse’s movement and history?​
 

 

🧠 Behavior & Performance 

●​ ☐ Resistance under saddle, head tossing, sour attitude​
 

●​ ☐ Stable vices like cribbing, weaving, stall walking​
 

●​ Ask Your Vet: Could these behaviors indicate hidden pain?​
 

 

❤️ Heart & Respiratory 

●​ ☐ Heart murmur or arrhythmia​
 

●​ ☐ Wheezing, coughing, or abnormal breathing​
 

●​ Ask Your Vet: Will this impact stamina or long-term health?​
 

 

👁️ Eyes & Vision 

●​ ☐ Cloudiness, discharge, or scarring​
 



●​ ☐ History of uveitis or cataracts​
 

●​ Ask Your Vet: Could this affect safety under saddle?​
 

 

🦷 Teeth & Mouth 

●​ ☐ Sharp points, uneven wear, missing teeth​
 

●​ Ask Your Vet: What’s the current dental health, and when is the next float needed?​
 

 

🧪 GI & Neurological Health 

●​ ☐ History of colic or ulcers​
 

●​ ☐ Low body condition without clear cause​
 

●​ ☐ Signs of incoordination or weakness​
 

●​ Ask Your Vet: Is further testing for ulcers or EPM recommended?​
 

 

🧬 Reproductive & Skin 

●​ ☐ Sarcoids, melanomas, or large scars​
 

●​ ☐ Breeding soundness not confirmed (if applicable)​
 

●​ Ask Your Vet: Are any conditions likely to affect function, resale, or fertility?​
 

 

Final Notes 

●​ ☐ Review findings with your vet post-exam​
 

●​ ☐ Discuss long-term care, cost, and risk​
 



●​ ☐ Walk away respectfully if major concerns arise​
 

●​ ☐ Consider a trial period or short-term lease when appropriate​
 

 

Use this checklist during your vet exam to stay focused, ask better questions, and walk 
away with peace of mind. 
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