
📄 Claiming Checklist: Don't Buy Blind (HISA Compliant 
Edition) 
This checklist synthesizes expert strategies and HISA regulations to ensure you perform all 
necessary due diligence before, during, and immediately after filing a claim. 

🐴 Phase 1: Pre-Race Due Diligence (Minimum 24 Hours Prior) 
Review this section before you even get to the track. Two "No" answers here are grounds for 
tearing up the slip. 

Status Checkpoint Notes & Rationale 

 Owner/Trainer 
Claim Rate 

Check the current owner/trainer's Equibase stats. Is their 
claim-to-bench rate (claimed horses not racing again in 90 
days) under 40%? 

 Class Drop 
Velocity 

Has the horse dropped more than three class levels (e.g., 
$32k $\rightarrow$ $8k) in the last 30 days? If yes, proceed 
with extreme caution. 

 Recent 
Workouts 

Were there no more than one significant workout (breeze) in 
the last 14 days? Avoid overly "tightened" or sore horses. 

 First-Time Lasix If running on Lasix (furosemide) for the first time, is there a 
clear, non-suspicious reason? First-time Lasix can mask 
bleeding issues. 

 Ownership 
History 

Was the horse recently transferred privately (within 30 
days)? This can be a sign of "flipping" a known problem. 

 Vet/Medication 
History 

Review recent vet reports (if available) for any history of major 
joint injections or suspensory issues in the past six months. 



 Claim Velocity 
Index (CVI) 

Is this race at a track/price point with a high CVI (Claim 
Velocity Index $\gt$ 75%)? High CVI suggests knowledgeable 
buyers see value here. 
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